
WILD MARLOW GARDEN CAMPAIGN : GUIDANCE SHEET

Three tiers of award will be made:

Bronze 4 or more features with at least one from each category

Silver 8 or more features with at least two from each category

Gold 12 or more features with at least three from each category including all those marked *.

YOUR GARDEN MANAGEMENT

*No chemical weed killers used. Use only non-toxic, non-chemical alternatives

*Any compost used is peat-free. Use only organic alternatives.

*Pesticides or slug pellets not used. Use only non-toxic, non-chemical alternatives

Leave hedgehog transit route through boundaries Clear 13cm x 13cm (minimum) route needed.

Compost bin, heap or wormery in use. Use as organic compost.

Any wooden furniture is FSC accedited. Avoid hardwoods.

YOUR GARDEN WILDLIFE FOOD FEATURES 

*Nectar rich flowers. Such as Cosmos, Lavender, Aster, Sedum, Salvia and Buddleia.

*Bird feeding station. Sited away from nesting boxes.

Perennials left uncut until spring. Retain winter interest and provide food and habitat.

Fruit trees or berry bearing shrubs. Such as Apple, Pear, Holly, Rowan and Cotoeaster.

Herb garden. Such as Mint, Chives, Fennel, Sage and Rosemary.

Vegetable garden. Rotate crops to keep soil healthy and lessen need for pest control.

YOUR GARDEN WILDLIFE SHELTER FEATURES 

*Dead wood, log or stone pile. Left undisturbed.

*Bird, bat or hedgehog box. Must all be carefully sited.

Climbing plants on walls or trellis. Such as Ivy, Honeysuckle, Clematis, Wysteria and Jasmine.

Some lawn left uncut. Cut back only in late Winter or early Spring.

Mixed native hedge and/or tree. Such as Oak, Hazel, Hawthorn, Alder, Cherry and Blackthorn.

Insect hotel or beehive. Use natural and waste materials. Provide holes of mixed sizes.

Mini wildflower meadow. Such as Clover, Cornflower, Poppy, Mallow and Scabious.

YOUR GARDEN WATER FEATURES/USE. 

*Bird bath. Located in a safe and protected area for year round use.

*Rain water butt or barrel used. Consider several. Saves mains water.

Pond. Can be large or small, better without fish.

Permanently wet area / bog garden. With plants such as Hosta, Irises and Lobelias.

Drought tolerant plants. Such as Bergeria, Hebe. Mimosa ans Nicotiana.

For advice and ideas check out these websites and search gardening for wildlife:

Berks, Bucks & Oxon Wildlife Trust https://www.bbowt.org.uk/

RSPB https://www.rspb.org.uk/

Royal Horticultural Society https://www.rhs.org.uk/

Natural History Museum https://www.nhm.ac.uk/

Protecting & Celebrating Marlow's Wildlife & Biodiversity                                        www.wildmarlow.org.uk
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